
 
 
 
 
 

BEFORE THE  
 

PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION OF WISCONSIN 
 
 

 Application of Wisconsin Gas Company, as a Gas Public Utility, for 
 Authority to Construct a Natural Gas Pipeline in Jefferson, Waukesha  6650-CG-194 
 and Washington Counties, from Ixonia to Wisconsin Gas Company’s  
 Gate Stations in Brookfield and Germantown 
  
 
 

NOTICE OF PROCEEDING, 
INVESTIGATION, AND ASSESSMENT OF COSTS, 

HEARING AND SCHEDULING ORDER 
 

Direct Testimony Due: Wednesday, March 8, 2000 – Noon 

Rebuttal Testimony Due: Thursday, March 23, 2000 – Noon 

Surrebuttal Testimony Due: Thursday, March 30, 2000 - Noon 

Hearing Date: Monday, April 3, 2000 – 9:00 a.m. (first stage) 

Hearing Location: Public Service Commission, 610 North Whitney Way, 
Madison, WI 

 
 
THIS IS A PROCEEDING, pursuant to Wis. Stat. § 196.49 and Wis. Admin. Code 

§ PSC 133.03, to determine whether Wisconsin Gas Company (WGC) should be authorized to 
construct certain natural gas facilities.  On November 30, 1999, WGC filed an application with 
the Public Service Commission of Wisconsin (Commission) for a certificate to construct a 
natural gas pipeline in Jefferson, Waukesha and Washington Counties, Wisconsin (WGC lateral).  
The WGC lateral is intended to connect WGC’s existing gate stations in the City of Brookfield 
and the Village of Germantown to a new interstate pipeline being proposed by Guardian 
Pipeline, L.L.C. (Guardian). 

 
WGC is a gas public utility as defined in Wis. Stat. § 196.01(5), with its principal office 

at 626 East Wisconsin Avenue, Milwaukee, Wisconsin.  WGC is engaged in the business of 
distributing and selling natural gas in the City of Milwaukee and its suburban areas and in other 
Wisconsin cities, villages, and towns.   

 
WGC proposes to construct the WGC lateral starting at the northern termination of the 

proposed Guardian pipeline near the unincorporated community of Ixonia, Jefferson County.  
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The WGC lateral pipeline would be constructed running generally east and west, from Ixonia to 
the existing Brookfield Gate Station in the City of Brookfield and at the existing Germantown 
Gate Station in the Village of Germantown.  The approximate length of the proposed WGC 
pipeline ranges from 36 miles to 38 miles, depending on the route options considered.  The 
proposed WGC lateral includes segments of 30- inch, 24- inch and 16- inch diameter pipeline.  
WGC also proposes installing associated above-ground facilities, including scraper launchers at 
two locations and pressure regulation equipment at three existing WGC gate or meter stations. 
 
 WGC states in its application tha t the proposed WGC lateral will allow it to connect 
WGC’s gas distribution system to the proposed Guardian pipeline project, which would provide 
new gas transportation services from the evolving “Chicago Hub” located near Joliet, Illinois. 
 
 The interstate pipeline project proposed by Guardian would involve the construction of a 
new 36-inch diameter pipeline.  The proposed Guardian pipeline would start near Joliet, Illinois, 
extending northward approximately 140 miles, ending near the unincorporated community of 
Ixonia in Jefferson County.  The proposed Guardian pipeline also includes an 8.5 mile pipeline 
to connect the proposed Guardian pipeline to the existing WGC Eagle Meter Station in the Town 
of Eagle, Waukesha County.  Guardian has filed an application with the Federal Energy 
Regulatory Commission (FERC) seeking authority to construct its proposed project (FERC 
docket numbers CP00-36, CP00-37 and CP00-38).   
  
 The WGC application will be the subject of a public hearing.1  The public hearing will be 
held pursuant to Wis. Stat. §§ 196.49 and 1.11, and Wis. Admin. Code §§ 4.50 and 133.05(2).  
The Commission intends to hold the public hearing in stages.  The initial stage of the hearing 
will focus on the economic justification of the proposed WGC lateral project.  A further stage of 
the hearing will focus on the physical aspects of the WGC lateral and its potential effects on 
landowners and the environment.   
 
 The FERC will review and determine whether to approve the proposed Guardian project.  
As part of its review, FERC will prepare an environmental impact statement (EIS) on the 
proposed Guardian project.  The Commission will be a cooperating agency with FERC to jointly 
prepare a single EIS covering both the WGC lateral project and the Guardian pipeline project, 
pursuant to its authority under Wis. Admin. Code § PSC 4.60(3).  This combined environmental 
impact statement will be prepared to meet the Commission’s environmental review obligations 
under Wis. Stat. § 1.11.   
  
 A step in the development of the EIS is a public scoping process.  The scoping process 
aids in the identification of the environmental issues of proposed projects and helps the preparing 
agencies to focus the analysis in an EIS on the important environmental issues.  The Commission 
will cooperate with FERC in holding a series of public scoping meetings in the vicinity of the 
proposed WGC lateral and Guardian pipeline projects.  Landowners along the proposed WGC 
lateral will receive further information on the locations and times of the public scoping meetings 

                                                 
1 The Commission has no jurisdiction to approve or reject the Guardian project. 
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when the meeting schedule has been finalized.  This further information may be sent by the 
Commission or may be in a mailing from FERC. 
 
 For public review, WGC has placed copies of the application it filed with the 
Commission in public libraries and local government offices in the vicinity of the proposed 
lateral project.  The locations are listed in Appendix A.  The Commission has received only a 
limited number of copies of the application.  Anyone wishing an individual copy of the 
application should contact WGC at 1-800-832-5533. 
 

NOTICE IS GIVEN that the Commission considers it necessary in order to  
carry out its duties to investigate the books, accounts, practices, and activities of WGC, as a gas 
public utility.  The expenses incurred by the Commission which are reasonably attributable to 
such an investigation will be assessed against and collected from WGC as a gas public utility, 
under Wis. Stat. § 196.85 and Wis. Admin. Code ch. PSC 5. 

 
A hearing will be held beginning on Monday, April 3, 2000, at 9:00 a.m. in the Amnicon 

Falls Hearing Room at the Public Service Commission Building, 610 North Whitney Way, 
Madison, Wisconsin, and continuing at times to be set by the presiding Administrative Law 
Judge.  This building is accessible to people in wheelchairs through the Whitney Way first floor 
(lobby) entrance.  Parking for people with disabilities is available on the south side of the 
building.  Any person with a disability who needs additional accommodations should contact the 
case coordinator listed below. 

 
Currently, the only party to this proceeding is Wisconsin Gas Company, 626 East 

Wisconsin Avenue, Milwaukee, WI  53202 (“Applicant”).  Any other person desiring to 
participate as a party to this proceeding must file a request pursuant to Wis. Stat. § 227.44(2m).  
Such requests must be in writing and filed with the Commission and served upon the applicant 
no later than noon on January 5, 2000.  Applicant and Commission staff may serve and file a 
response to any such request no later than January 12, 2000.  The requester may serve and file a 
reply no later than January 17, 2000.  Requests for participation and further scheduling will be 
decided by Administrative Law Judge Jeffry Patzke and may be reviewed by the Commission. 

 
For the hearing, parties shall file an original and 21 copies of direct testimony and 

exhibits with the Commission and shall provide a copy to other parties.  Direct testimony is due 
in hand by noon on Wednesday, March 8, 2000.  Rebuttal testimony is due in hand by noon on 
Thursday, March 23, 2000.  Surrebuttal testimony is due in hand by noon on Thursday, 
March 30, 2000.  A filing with the Commission may be made by facsimile for direct and 
rebuttal testimony, but the document filed by facsimile cannot exceed 20 pages.  In addition, 
facsimile filings are due 24 hours earlier than the identified due date to allow time for copying.  
The cover sheets of a facsimile filing must state “Official Filing” and the number of pages.  
Copies of testimony should also be available at the hearing. 
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The hearing, starting on Monday, April 3, 2000, will be the forum for addressing the 
economic feasibility of the proposed project, including:  

 
1. Future demand for natural gas in Wisconsin and in Wisconsin Gas’s service territory. 
2. Cost of interstate pipeline service. 
3. Cost of storage and No-Notice service. 
4. Cost of facilities to be constructed by Wisconsin Gas.  
5. Revenue requirements analysis. 
 
Parties wishing to pursue discovery in this proceeding shall submit all discovery requests 

by no later than noon on Tuesday, February 1, 2000.   
 
Objections to discovery requests must be filed with the Commission no later than five 

business days after the request is made or by noon on Friday, February 4, 2000, whichever is 
later.  Discovery shall be completed by Wednesday, February 23, 2000. 

 
This is a Class 1 proceeding as defined in Wis. Stat. § 227.01(3)(a). 
 
The Commission does not discriminate on the basis of disability in the provision of 

programs, services, or employment.  Any person with a disability who needs accommodations to 
participate in this proceeding or who needs to obtain this document in a different format should 
contact the case coordinator listed below. 

 
Questions from the media may be directed to Annemarie Newman, Public Affairs 

Officer, at (608) 266-9600. 
 
Questions regarding this matter may be directed to case coordinator Michael John Jaeger 

at (608) 267-2546. 
 

Dated at Madison, Wisconsin, _____________________________________ 

By the Commission: 

 

_______________________________________ 
Lynda L. Dorr 
Secretary to the Commission 
 
LLD:MJJ:ash:g:\notice\pending\6650-CG-194 Hearing.doc 
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APPENDIX A 
 

Wisconsin Gas Company placed in the following locations 
copies for public review of its lateral line application  

to the Public Service Commission of Wisconsin 
 
 

Oconomowoc Public Library 
200 South Street 
Oconomowoc, WI  53066 
(262) 569-2193 

Town of Oconomowoc 
W359 N6812 Brown Street 
Oconomowoc, WI  53066 
(262) 567-0251 
 

Waukesha Public Library 
321 Wisconsin Avenue 
Waukesha, WI  53189 
(262) 524-3680 

Town of Merton 
W314 N7624 Highway 83 
North Lake, WI  53064 
(262) 966-2651 

Maude Shunk Public Library 
W156 N8446 Pilgrim Road 
Menomonee Falls, WI  53051 
(262) 255-8390 

Town of Lisbon 
W234 N8676 Woodside Road 
Sussex, WI  53089 
(262) 246-6100 

Pauline Haass Public Library 
N64 W23820 Main Street 
Sussex, WI  53089 
(262) 246-5180 

Village of Sussex 
N64 W23760 Main Street 
Sussex, WI  53089 
(262) 246-5200 

Town Hall Library 
N76 W31429 Highway VV 
North Lake, WI  53064 
(262) 966-2933 

Village of Menomonee Falls 
W156 N8480 Pilgrim Road 
Menomonee Falls, WI  53051 
(262) 255-8300 

Town of Ixonia 
N8337 North Street 
Ixonia, WI  53036 
(920) 261-0213 

City of Brookfield 
2000 N Calhoun Road 
Brookfield, WI  53005 
(262) 782-9650 

 
 


